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as prehistoric times the Chinese must have undergone a development 
during several thousands of years entirely independent of any Western 
influence" (p. 167). In this connection Dr Laufer emphasizes a negative 
trait, — the fact that the Chinese, like the Koreans, Japanese, Indo- 
Chinese, and Malayans, do not use animal milk for food, which consti- 
tutes a significant difference from the Semites, the ancient Scythians, 
the Indo-Europeans, Turks, Mongols, and . Tibetans (pp. 167-169). 
Another significant negative feature consists in the non-utilization of 
sheep and goat wool for clothing, this being an art taught to the Chinese 
in historical times by the nomadic peoples of inner Asia. A curious 
adhesion, in Tylor's sense of the term, is that of epic poetry and milk- 
consumption, those tribes abstaining from milk being likewise deficient 
in epic literature (p. 170). 

However, it is impossible to cite all the interesting data in Dr Laufer's 
paper without quoting or paraphrasing it in its entirety. 

Robert H. Lowie 

Aberglaube und Volksmedizin im Lande der Bibel. By T. Canaan. Hamburg: 
L. Friederichsen & Co., 1914, pp. xii, 153, large 8°. With 6 plates and 50 
text figures. (Abhandlungen des Hamburgischen Kolonialinstitutes, vol. 
xx.) Price 6 m. 

The author of this work is a physician of Jerusalem who was born 
and lived among the people whose beliefs, modes of thought and practices 
he depicts. At the same time he is fully abreast of Western science and 
familiar with modern methods of observation and analysis, having re- 
ceived his education in Europe. He had therefore the equipment and 
opportunities of studying the habits of the natives and penetrating 
the innermost recesses of their motives and thoughts rarely, if ever, 
granted to an outsider. 

After an introductory chapter which briefly describes the domestic 
conditions of the peasants (fellahins) and their utter disregard of hygienic 
rules, the views of the natives on the causes of sickness and its handling are 
treated in eight chapters under the heads of etiology; diagnosis ; prognosis; 
the healers; prophylaxis; vows, and the treatment of disease. The three 
principal causes of sickness are: (1) Spirits or demons who are everywhere, 
in fact they fill out the space between heaven and earth and are organized 
in several hierarchies with princes at their head ; (2) the evil eye, which 
again lurks everywhere, as its baneful potency is due to a poisonous 
substance inherent in all men which emanates through the eye, working 
its mischief unwittingly and unconsciously, even animals not being 
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immune from its destructive effects; (3) the evil soul, secretions of 
dangerous influences from one's soul which pass through the breath of evil- 
minded people. Secondary causes are the four temperaments in con- 
junction with the four elements, the planets and the constellations of the 
zodiac. Then there are malformations, due to the ungratified appetites 
of the pregnant women, congenital defects, and the harmful super- 
natural potencies and influences of a woman during the monthly period 
and in childbirth. The diagnosis and prognosis is established by means 
of a sort of lots and kylico-mantic and through dreams. Thus the 
appearance of a snake in dream heralds recovery because of the resem- 
blance, in Arabic, of the name for snake (haye) with the word for life 
{hay a). For the same reason silver in dream is of good omen (fiddha, 
silver, and fadha, light), while the vision of gold, having yellow color of 
death, forebodes the approach of sickness or of death. The healers are 
accordingly in the first place holy persons — sheikhs, dervishes and priests, 
and then "experienced" persons — barbers, old women, midwives, snake 
conjurers, and in the prophylaxis and therapeutics amulets and talismans 
of all kinds play the principal part. 

The limits of space prohibit a detailed discussion of the contents of 
the monograph of Dr Canaan, but even the few hints given above will 
suffice to show that the inhabitants of Palestine — and this holds good 
for the entire Orient, as Professor C. H. Becker of Bonn states in his 
introduction — are still under the sway of primitive animism, demonology 
and magic, and their theism, whether it be that of Judaism, Christianity 
or Islam, is merely a thin veneer superimposed upon an animistic and 
astral pantheism. At the same time they may convey an idea of the 
valuable work done by Dr Canaan. The 153 pages of his monograph 
are from beginning to end packed with data and information which are 
of interest not only to the physician but also to the anthropologist, 
folklorist and student of the history of religion. A full index of sub- 
jects and names and one to the Biblical passages quoted in the book en- 
hance the use of this little thesaurus for reference. 

I. M. Casanowicz 

AFRICA AND AUSTRALIA 

Die Mazigh-volker. Ethnographische Notizen aus Sud-Tunesien. By Dr F. 

Stuhlmann. Hamburg: L. Friederichsen & Co., 1914, pp. 59, large 8°. 

With 10 plates (2 colored) and 18 text figures. Price 5 m. 

Dr Stuhlmann's 'notes' are the fruit of his observations during a 
trip through southern Tunis in 1913, and are supplemental to a larger 



